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realm/' and " that it may please Him to hold His holy hand over it and
send the King good counsel." One blow of the axe sufficed to sever the
slender neck of the holy and heroic protagonist of the Petrine claims,
whose venerable body was allowed to remain all day on the scaffold,
literally weltering in the blood that poured forth in great abundance.
Towards night, two soldiers carried the corpse on their halberds to All
Hallows Church, Barking, and having dug a rough grave, tumbled the
body of the holy martyr into it, without prayer or ceremony. The
sacred remains were subsequently reinterred in the Chapel of St Peter
ad Vincula in the Tower, while the head was placed on a spike on London
Bridge. This sacred relic was afterwards removed owing to the veneration
paid to it by the people, and all trace of its later history has unfortunately
been lost.
The murder of this " divine prelate," as Erasmus termed Fisher,
literally staggered all Europe. Pope Paul III, in a letter to Francis I of
France, told that monarch " that he is compelled by the unanimous solicita-
tions of the Cardinals to declare Henry deprived of his kingdom and royal
dignity." (Letters and Papers Henry VIII^ vol. viii, No. 1117.) Nothing
however was done in the matter, the English King being left to the
execrations of courts and scholars and the dark reflections of his own
depraved mind. Among the many Lives of the Martyr that have appeared,
may be mentioned the memoir by Richard Hall of Christ's College,
Cambridge, published by Thomas Bailey, 1665. Another by Rev. John
Lewis in 2 vols. appeared in 1855. ^he latest Life by the Rev. T. E.
Bridgett, C.S.S.R., 1888, is replete with new material, and in consequence
throws much light on various phases of the great Cardinal's history,
hitherto obscure.
The few names that have been mentioned of Cardinal Fisher's works,
do not exhaust the literary output of his pen. His collected writings
were published in 1597, by Fleischmann of Wtirzburg, in one folio
volume. This edition includes the Assertio Septem Sacramentorum of
Henry VIII against Luther, but there is no reason to deprive the King
of the chief glory of that renowned treatise, though it is quite likely that
Fisher gave assistance in the way of general advice, suggestions as to
sources of information, etc. The memory of the glorious example of its
martyred Bishop lived long in Rochester and its vicinity. During the
years 1571-74, when, owing to the pressure of the Elizabethan
Government and its Genevan agents, Protestantism of the most extreme
type was being actively enforced all over the land, it was reported that
in the diocese of Rochester " popish gear was reserved in private houses,
popish prayer-books were used, people ran from place to place under
pretence of an c hypocritical Romish conscience, papist idolaters, invokers